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Teeth as Date Rate Ornament
“Evidence to Suggest That Teeth Act as Human 
Ornament Displays Signalling Mate Quality,” 
Colin A. Hendrie and Gayle Brewer, PLoS One, 
vol. 7, no. 7, epub July 31, 2012. (Thanks to 
Adrian Smith for bringing this to our attention.) 
The authors, at the University of Leeds and the 
University of Central Lancashire, U.K., report:

This study examined the effects of 
digital manipulations of tooth colour and 
spacing. Results showed that deviation 
away from normal spacing and/or 
the presence of yellowed colouration 
had negative effects on ratings of 
attractiveness and that these effects were 
markedly stronger in female models.... 
Therefore it is suggested that whilst 
the teeth of both sexes act as human 
ornament displays, the female display 
is more complex because it additionally 
signals residual reproductive value.

Wuffle’s Dated Brushing Connundrum
“Should You Brush Your Teeth on 6 November, 1984?” A. Wuffle,  
Political Science, vol. 17, 1984, pp. 577–81. (Thanks to Mark Pack 
for bringing this to our attention.) The author, at the University of 
California, Irvine, explains:

A second difficulty with the usual rational choice analysis 
is that it treats tooth-brushing as a one-shot decision. Since 
citizens are confronted with a large number of occasions 
on which they must decide whether or not to brush (and a 
reasonably large number of teeth which might be brushed 
on any given occasion), looking at the decision from a 
rule-utilitarian rather than the customary act-utilitarian 
perspective seems to be the more sensible approach.

Detail from the study “Should You Brush 
Your Teeth on 6 November, 1984?”

Detail from the study “Evidence to Suggest 
That Teeth Act as Human Ornament 
Displays Signalling Mate Quality.”
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